COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective and Caring Service”

900 SOUTH FREMONT AVENUE
ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91803-1331
DONALD L. WOLFE, Director Telephone: (626) 458-5100

www.ladpw.org ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:
P.O. BOX 1460
ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91802-1460

IN REPLY PLEASE
REFER TO FILE: PD'1

December 5, 2006

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles

383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Supervisors:

STATE ROUTE 126/COMMERCE CENTER DRIVE INTERCHANGE IMPROVEMENTS
THE NEWHALL LAND AND FARMING COMPANY—~COUNTY

FUNDING AGREEMENT

COUNTY-STATE COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT

SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 5

3 VOTES

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Consider the enclosed Negative Declaration (ND) certified by the State of
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) on June 22, 2006, and the
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) determination by the Federal
Highway Administration on August 22, 2006, for the State Route (SR)
126/Commerce Center Drive Interchange Improvement project; determine
that the documents adequately address the environmental impacts of the
proposed project and the acquisition of the permanent and temporary rights is
within the scope of the project; find that these actions also reflect the
independent judgment of the County; find that your Board has complied with
the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and
adopt by reference the ND/FONSI.

2. Approve and instruct the Chairman of the Board to sign the enclosed
Agreement between the County and The Newhall Land and Farming
Company (Newhall Land) for the project. The Agreement provides for
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Newhall Land to perform the preliminary engineering and to grant the
necessary rights of way for the project on property presently owned by or
under the control of Newhall Land and to finance the entire cost of the design
and right-of-way acquisition for the project. Newhall Land is also to finance
the cost of the County's engineering services, currently estimated to be
$810,000. Under this Agreement, the County will review and approve all
preliminary engineering submittals and perform utility coordination, survey,
and rights-of-way acquisition. The Agreement further provides for Newhall
Land to receive commensurate Bridge and Thoroughfare District fee credits to
be applied toward its future development projects in the area.

3. Approve and instruct the Chairman of the Board to sign the enclosed
Agreement between the County and the State of California, acting by and
through Caltrans, covering the design phase of the project. The Agreement
establishes the County's responsibility to prepare the Project Report, plans,
specifications, and estimate for the project and acquire the necessary
right of way at no cost to Caltrans. The Agreement also establishes Caltrans'
responsibility to provide oversight, at their own cost, and a no-fee
encroachment permit for the project.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The County, Newhall Land, and Caltrans propose to construct State highway
improvements consisting of a grade-separated interchange at the SR 126/Commerce
Center Drive intersection, widening of SR 126, new freeway ramps, new traffic signals
at the intersection of Henry Mayo Drive and Commerce Center Drive and at the
eastbound ramps intersection, and realigning Henry Mayo Drive. Your Board's approval
of the enclosed Agreements is necessary for the delegation of responsibilities and the
cooperative financing of the project.

Pursuant to Section 130 of the California Streets and Highways Code, Caltrans and
County are authorized to enter into cooperative Agreements for improvements to State
highways within the County of Los Angeles.

Implementation of Strateqgic Plan Goals

This action meets the County Strategic Plan Goal of Service Excellence. By
constructing the proposed improvements, traffic flow will be enhanced for County
residents who travel on these roads, and thereby improving their quality of life.
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FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County's General Fund.

The entire cost of the design and right-of-way acquisition for the project will be funded
with developer funds from Newhall Land. Funding for the cost of the County's
engineering services, currently estimated to be $810,000, is included in the Fiscal
Year 2006-07 Road Fund Budget. This cost will be reimbursed by Newhall Land.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The enclosed County-Newhall Land Agreement, which has been reviewed and
approved as to form by County Counsel and signed by Newhall Land, provides for
Newhall Land to perform the preliminary engineering and to grant the necessary rights
of way for the project on property presently owned by or under the control of Newhall
Land and to finance the entire cost of the design phase of the project. Newhall Land is
also to finance the cost of the County's engineering services, currently estimated to be
$810,000. The County is to review and approve all preliminary engineering submittals
and perform utility coordination, survey, and rights-of-way acquisition. Under the terms
of the Agreement, Newhall Land is to deposit with the County, within 14 days following
the execution of the Agreement for the project, the amount of $790,000, in addition to its
previous deposit of $20,000 made on March 23, 2006, to finance the cost of the
County's engineering services for the design phase of the project.

The enclosed County-State Cooperative Agreement, which has been reviewed and
approved as to form by County Counsel, provides for the County to prepare the Project
Report, plans, specifications, and estimate for the project and to acquire the necessary
right of way at no cost to Caltrans. Caltrans is to provide oversight, at their own cost,
and a no-fee encroachment permit for the project.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

CEQA requires public agency decision makers to document and consider the
environmental impacts of their actions. Caltrans has certified the ND, and Federal
Highway Administration has issued a FONSI for the SR 126/Commerce Center Drive
Interchange project. The recommended findings are in accordance with CEQA and are
required prior to your Board's approval of the Agreements.
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IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

SR 126 is part of the State Freeway and Expressway system. It is a major access route
between Interstate 5 and Ventura County. Commerce Center Drive is a major highway
on the County Highway Plan, and the proposed improvements are needed and of
general County interest.

CONCLUSION

Enclosed are three copies of the County-Newhall Land Agreement and six copies of the
County-State Cooperative Agreement. Upon approval by your Board, please return two
copies of the County-Newhall Land Agreement and six copies of the County-State
Agreement marked ORIGINAL to us for processing together with one adopted copy of
this letter. The County-Newhall Land Agreement marked COUNTY ORIGINAL is for
your files. After the County-State Cooperative Agreement has been executed by
Caltrans, we will return a fully executed original Agreement to the Executive Office of
the Board.

Respectfully submitted,

T

NALD L. WOLFE
PDirector of Public Works

JGG:rr

C070368\\P:\pdpub\Federal\josie\SR126-Commerce Center\BL-AGMTS-11-03-06.doc

Enc. 4

cc: Chief Administrative Office
County Counsel
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Highway Administration, and
THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Department of Transportation
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%, FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
( ¢ CALIFORNIA DIVISION
\ 4 650 Capitol Mall, Suite 4-100
ares o © Sacramento, CA. 95814
August 22, 2006
IN REPLY REFER TO
HDA-CA
File #: 07-LA-126
PMR4.2-R5.7
EA 187220

Document #: P55308

Mr. Douglas R. Failing, District Director
California Department of Transportation
District 7

100 S. Main Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Attention: Mr. Chris Benz-Blumberg
Dear Mr. Failing:

SUBJECT: Issuance of the Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for State Route 126 /
Commerce Center Drive Interchange Project

We are pleased to inform you that we are issuing the FONSI for the above-referenced project.
Enclosed is the original signed FONSI for your use and distribution. This finding concludes the
Federal Highway Administration’s environmental review process for the proposed project,
unless an environmental re-evaluation will be needed pursuant to 23 CFR 129.

Should you have any questions, please contact Mr. David Cohen, Environmental Protection
Specialist, at (916) 498-5868.

Sincerely,
/s/ Lisa Cathcart-Randall
For

Gene K. Fong
Division Administrator

Enclosure




cc: (E-mail w/Enclosure)

Jay Norvell, Caltrans

Susanne Glasgow, Caltrans
Carlos Montez, Caltrans

Chris Benz-Blumberg, Caltrans
Maiser Khaled, FHWA

Lisa Cathcart-Randall, FHWA
Steve Healow, FHWA

David Cohen, FHWA
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FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

FOR

State Route 126 / Commerce Center Drive Interchange Project
Los Angeles County, California

The proposed action (Alternative C, the selected alternative) is to construct a grade-separated
interchange at the State Routc 126 and Commerce Drive intersection, with a new overpass
structure for Commerce Center Drive over SR 126. The new interchange will provide full
movements for traffic between Commerce Center Drive and SR 126. The selected alternative
will provide diamond ramps on SR 126 at Commerce Center Drive in the westbound direction.
In the eastbound direction, a two-lane loop on-ramp will be constructed from southbound
Commerce Center Drive to eastbound SR 126. From northbound Commerce Center Drive, a
two-lane diagonal on-ramp will be provided near the intersection of Commerce Center Drive and
Henry Mayo Drive. A one-lane off-ramp will also be provided from eastbound SR 126 to Henry
Mayo Drive, which will be realigned to the south, and extended to the west.

SR 126 will be widened both in the east and westbound directions. From the SR 126 / Commerce
Center Drive interchange, SR 126 will be widened from two to three lanes 1o the east in advance
of the proposed on-ramps from Commerce Center Drive. Thesc three lanes will continue up to
the proposed improvements at the Interstate 5 / SR 126 interchange. In addition, a fourth and
fifth lane will be added to eastbound SR 126 as the on-ramps from southbound and northbound
Commerce Center Drive join SR 126. In the westbound direction on SR 126, the roadway will be
widened from two lanes to four lanes in advance of the Commerce Center Drive off-ramp, and
three lanes will continue through the interchange.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has determincd that the selected alternative
(Alternative C) will not have a significant impact on the natural and human environment. The
Finding of No Significant Impact is based on the attached Environmental Assessment and the
associated technical documents, which were independently cvaluated by the FHWA, and
determined to adequately and accurately discuss the environmental issues and impacts of the
proposed project. The environmental analysis provides sufficient evidence and analysis for
determining that an environmental impact statement is not required. The FHWA takes full
responsibility for the accuracy, scope, and content of the Environmental Assessment.

Approved by:
8/ 2 polto 0
Date ) // for Gene Fong

Division Administrator
Federa) Highway Administration
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State of California SCH Number: 2003101127
Department of Transportation 07-LA-126 KP R6:8-R9.2
{(PM R4Z-RST

Negative Declaration
Pursuant to: Division 13, Public Resources Code

Project Description

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), in coordination with the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), Los Angeles County, and the Newhall Land and Farming Company
(Newhall Land), proposes to construct a grade-separated interchange at the existing, signalized
intersection of State Route 126 (SR 126) and Commerce Center Drive. The proposed project is
located northwest of the City of Santa Clarita in unincorporated Los Angeles County. As part of this
proposed interchange project, SR 126 would be realigned to the south over a recently constructed
embankment. The project would also result in the reconfiguration of the existing Commerce Center
Drive/Henry Mayo Drive intersection to the south.

Determination

Following public review, Caltrans has prepared an Initial Study/Environmental Assessment (IS/EA),

and determines from this study that the proposed project would not have an adverse effect on the

environment for the following reasons:

* There would be no adverse amount of siltation by wind or water, or erosion as a result of this
project.

*  Air quality, noise, and use of natural resources would not be adversely affected by this project.

*  No adverse changes to existing lighting or glare conditions would result from this project.

¢  With adherence to appropriate measures to minimize harm, fish and wildlife such as endangered
species, habitat, and vegetation would not be adversely impacted by this project.

e With adherence to measures to minimize harm outlined in the Natural River Management Plan
(NRMP), floodplains, wetlands, and water quality would not be adversely impacted by this
project.

*  No effect on agricultural lands, land use, or growth would originate from this project.

*  With adherence to appropriate measures to minimize harm, no public or recreational facilities,
historic or archaeological sites, structures of architectural significance, or important agricultural
orscenic resources would be affected by this project.

* No adverse effects on employment, industry, or economic stability of the area would result from
this project.

M \j -@m@ J ne 22 2006

RonaltM. Kdsinski S~ Date
Deputy District Director, I)mmci 7

Division of Environmental Planning

California Department of Transportation
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Summary

Note: A vertical line in the margin indicates a change in the text from the original “Initial

Study/Environmental Assessment.”

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), in coordination with the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA), Los Angeles County, and the Newhall Land and Farming
Company (Newhall Land), propose to construct a grade-separated interchange at the existing,
signalized intersection of State Route 126 (SR 126) and Commerce Center Drive. The
proposed project is located northwest of the City of Santa Clarita in unincorporated
Los Angeles County. As part of the proposed project, SR 126 would be realigned to the
south over a recently constructed embankment and would include three lanes in each
direction, for a total of six lanes. In addition, the existing Commerce Center Drive/Henry
Mayo Drive intersection would be reconfigured to the south.

The project is intended to achieve the following objectives:

e Improve local access and traffic circulation
e Mitigate traffic impacts from the approved Valencia Commerce Center project

e Incorporate planned infrastructure improvements consistent with local and regional
planning efforts

e Enhance driver safety

e Accommodate planned growth within the study area

Four alternatives for the SR 126/Commerce Center Drive interchange project were studied in
the Project Study Report (PSR), including the No Build Alternative and three build
alternatives (CH2M HILL, 1999a). Each of the build alternatives included designs for an
SR 126/Commerce Center Drive interchange. The alternatives analyzed in this document
include the No Build Alternative and Alternative C, also known as the Locally Preferred
Alternative (Build Alternative). The Build Alternative is essentially a full-access, partial-
cloverleaf interchange. The two eliminated build alternatives include a Buttonhook Ramp
Concept (Alternative A) and a Single-Point Diamond Concept (Alternative B).

Without implementation of the Build Alternative, roadway and intersection levels of service
(LOS) in the vicinity of SR 126/Commerce Center Drive would worsen to an unacceptable
LOS F, thereby increasing the potential for accidents. Approved developments such as the
Valencia Commerce Center and the Newhall Ranch will add high volumes of new traffic to
the region. Construction of the Build Alternative, however, would reduce vehicular weaving
conflicts; increase roadway and intersection capacity; and improve overall highway

SR 126/Commerce Center Drive Interchange Project v
T062004001SCO/Cover_TOC_050906.doc/ 042180001



Summary

operations, thereby reducing the potential for accidents and unacceptable delays on SR 126.
The final selection of an alternative would not be made until after receipt of agency
comments and public hearing comments.

Implementation of the Build Alternative would impact sensitive biological resources within
and adjacent to the project site; and appropriate measures to minimize harm would be
employed to reduce these impacts. Potentially adverse impacts to these resources
would thereby be mitigated. The project would be required to adhere to the measures to
minimize harm provided in the approved Natural River Management Plan (NRMP)
developed for projects in the Newhall Ranch area. This Initial Study/Environmental
Assessment (IS/EA) demonstrates that the proposed project would be consistent with the
NRMP, and thus would cause no adverse and unmitigable impacts.

Consultation / coordination with a variety of other agencies are required. Among these are:

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

e California Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)

e California Office of Historic Preservation

e Native American Heritage Commission

e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)

e (California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG)

e Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG)

e South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)

e County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning (DRP)
e City of Santa Clarita Planning and Building Services

Construction of the Build Alternative may require state or federal permits, reviews,
or approvals in addition to those required by local jurisdictions. These additional
requirements fall mainly under the following statutes:

e Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA)

e (lean Water Act

e National Historic Preservation Act

e Fish and Game Code :

e California Endangered Species Act (CESA)
e Native Plant Protection Act (NPPA)

e Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA)

Table S-1 provides a summary of impacts and measures to minimize harm derived from the
environmental analyses of the project.

vi SR 126/Commerce Center Drive Interchange Project
T062004001SCO/Cover_TOC_08162006.doc/ 042180001
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